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Office of the President

Pirie Ridge .,India_n ?e;gt?vation

. Post Office Box 2070
Ppine Ridge, Sout | Dakota 57770

Kevin D, Vellow Bird/Stecle R s BET.
Adminlstrative Assistant Pione: 605.667.5821.

] Fax 605.867:6076 -
Datey L. Good Crow theresatb@oglala.ord _ pwobiilist@yahoo.com
Eyecutive Secretary ;
- April 27,2009 : : )

Represeiitative Stephanie Herseth-Sandlin

331 cannon
us House of Representatives
{washington, DC

RE;  LETTEROF SUPPORT—BIA ROUTE 2-18:5 MILES
Pniomw-ﬁec);uasrfiﬁmme NUMBER 3

Dear Representative Herseth-Sandline:

Please:.acue;;t.t_his.'LE'TTER (F SUPPORT for the Dglala SiouxTribe’s THIRD Hi'GH’E'ST'P’Ribt{\ﬂ?for
nclusion within thie Reauthorizativ nof SAFETEA-LY. T hi§ proje cf .}?r;?ov;ag_s-';a.n--e_ssgmm- constructionof
B-iA:ROUTE-Z‘lCQMM’ONLY.KNQWN,;AS':CUM‘I TABLE ROAD) beginning at BlA Route 37 at the Ranger

St'at'innﬁisitﬁr’teriier ofthe Bad’ihnds»ﬂiaﬁona[‘Péi‘k south Unitand gnding ot 13 miles East ofBIA.
'R.euté'tii.fdr-a:d‘lsténcé. af-18 Senilgs. BIA Route:2 {Cuny Table 'Raad}'{is'a-ner:essaw;co’m_pa"n‘eﬁnt‘ af the
d_taveidpnjem;-of tourism atthe South unitofthe Badiands N‘atiuna\,Park:and an.essential ingredient wa
tribal Scenic By-Way project tatultimately Benefits tourists to the area as well as residents of the
Reservefion. ltis anticipated that paving BiA Route 2ill enable many Black Hills visitors 10 come see
the riatural beauty of the Sputh Unit of Badlands National Park. 1Uis reasoniable to expect thata
significant synergy among tourists will entouragem ytyal visitation t0 the South Unit-and the Wounded
Knee Historical Site. Tribal members s‘houid seed significant increase in etonomic penefits from the
increased visitation. s Presigént of the gglala SloUx Tribe; l'explicitiy'support the pmpused'BlA Route
Z lCur"\v"Ta!_ile) Paving Project asthe thire highest priority project for inclusion within SAFETEA-LY,

pia Route 2isa well cons_tr:ucted-_g,rmrel road that runsalong the éntire length of the South Unit of the

. Badlahts National Park. Visitors are hesitant.to use fh‘é":roéd, owever, due10 taars-aboutvehicle

damage, ‘b_roken'wiﬂdshieids, and increased travel virhes, BIARoute 2 s the hricessary gateway for
touriem traffic if the-0glile Siouk Trie s to attract asignificant p‘nr-tinn‘-‘of.‘Biack:Hﬂls‘toufists—to visit the
South-Unitof the padlands National Park, Wounded Kneg, or-other attractions of the Reservation:
ieredsed feaffic wil inevitably resuitin gignificant economic henefit to the tribal members and vribal
puginesses. The proposed project will resultin 'pa\;r_ing”the_rGadWav with asphalt pavement s set forth
iny thge.attaj’che'd docaments, 1118 expected that paving BIA 2 will greatly increase the success of the.
TFribe’s Scenic By-Way effort.
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The OST Department of Transportation s requesting $17.0 million dollars to pave the existing road as
aligned. The Tribe’s average annual funding under SAFETEA-LU is only about %5 million dotiars for the
wittive Reservation so-the Tébe has beenunble to complete major construction projects without
significant federal financial support.

The public Will have several-opportunities 1o-comment on the proposed: praject, The Tribe.anticipates
publie comments periods. due to the adjacent National Park boundaries and' ‘the issuas related tothe -

© Sauith Unit. The Tribe regularly oldspublic hearings.on major construction projects:under 25 C. F.R. Pary
170, The Tribe solicits comments in development of itg Tribigl Transgortation iImpravement Plan and the
OSTDOT Road Commission considers thos comments in its réview-of proposed construction aetivities.
The Tribe's Economic and Business Developent Commitree then considers the matter further before
action is sought by the Tribal Counclt or Executive Cammittee. The publie can regquest thelr voice be
‘heard-at gach heating.

The proposed project is estimated to cost $17.0 million doflars-and the Tribe requests that anount for
100% funding under SAFETEA-LU {or succéssor} egislation.

The Oglala Sioux Tribe looks farward to paving BIA Route 2 and § FULLY SUPPORT THE PROJECT. Please
feal free 1o-contact me if additional information is-needeéd or you may contact the OST Départment of
'Transportatlon Director (Mr. leffrey Whalen} at 605-867-5376 {office), 605-441.0267 {eell), or
Ostroads@awte.net (email).

Sincerely,

~“Thetesa Twio BUlls ~
President
‘Diglala Sioux Tribe




