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Aprit 27,2009

Representative Stephanle Herseth-Sandlin
331 Cannon’

US Bouse of Representatives:
Washingtan, DC

RE;  LETTEROF SUPPORT—Allen Road Project
PRIORITY REQUEST RATING:  Number  (highest)
Daar Representative Herseth-Sandlin:

Thank-you-for your continued sftorts to heip provide safe and efficient roads for the Pine Ridge indian

‘Reservation. Please acceptthis LETTER OF SUPPORT for the attachied ALLEN ROAD PROIECT. THiS
partitular road provides an-essentlal traffic rouite connecting tribal members to various comemunities of
the Reservation as well as-actess to impertant:business anid supply sourees in Martin, Southi Dakota. As
President of the Oglala Sioux Trike, | stroriglyand explicitly support the ALLEN ROAD PROJECT A5 OUR
HIGHEST ROAD FRIORITY.

Bennett:County-has claimed thé road {farm Foad FO10) for many years but the paved surface hasfallen
into extensive disrepair with severe rutting, pot hales; and extremely narrow trayel lanes. Thers have
beena number‘of'aceidﬁﬁts o the tgad that tribal manibers attribute to the road’s deterioration,
Unnecessary injuities, vehicle damage, and even dedths have occurred with some frequency. The County
has not performed needed maintenarice functions and the road continues to deteriorate:. Bennett
County-has previbusly received a $2 million dollar-earmark for the road but their plans only involve:
ripping up the pavement aiid.converting the road surface to gravel. The Oglala Sloux Tribe:has been
willing to-assist with the project if issues related to right of way awnership, fundirig, ahd jurisdictionai

“miatters can be resglved.

Tha State of South Dakata has recently:enacted Senate Bill-119 that permits Counties to transter rights
of way to Tribes or the Federal gévernment. This Bill provides the mechanism by which many of the
jurisdictional issues can be responsibly be addressed by the Tribe, County, and 5tate. '

The Oglala Sioux Tribe Bepartment of Transportation has miet with the Bennett County Commissioners
-and it appearsthat all parties belleve it is inthe best interests of the parties to work out a suitable
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arrangement. The Trilié’s DOT estifiates that most traffic on the road is by tribai miermbers and that itls
appropriate forthe Tribe to become the.owner of rights of way and to assume responsibility for
_maintenance if @ new road is constructed.

~ The public-wili be asked to commenton the project in a wide variety of contexts, Wewili provide public.
commient opportunities urider NEPA as well as through explanation of the construction details 31 &
scheduled public forum as provided under 25 C.E.R. Part 170, TheT tibe solicits comments in
developrent of its Tribal Transportationdmprovement Plan-and thie Tribe’s Road Commission considers
-the various proposed canstruction projects: The Tribe’s Egonomic and Business Development
Eommiittee then considers the matter further before dction is requested by the Tribal Council or
Exacutive Commitee. The public can request their voice be heard at gach heating.

Bennétt County has a previous federal earmark of $2 million dollars that is being used to remove the
asphaltsurface of about six miles of roadway and to: providé.a gravel surface that is compatible with a
later asphalt siifface. ‘Total project length Is approximately10.1 miles conngcting Highway 18to BIA
Route 4. THE TRIBE REQUESTS $10 MILUON DOLLARS UNDER SAFETEA-LU REAUTHORIZATION. The
Tribe’s best astimate Is a tofal costof approximately $12 nillion dollars for the entive project based -
upon-anticipated asphalt, diessl; material, and {abor costs over the next four years, Based-onthe
enginesring estimate of $12 miilion dallars, the project will be fahded at 1003%.

ThE‘-lea!afSiouxTéibe logks forward to completionof Allen Road Project:and | FULLY SUPPORT the
&ffort Plaase feel frée to contact e i additlonal information Ts-needed or yau may contact the OST
167 (call); or

Transportation Diréctor {Mr. Ieff Whalen) at 605-867-5376 {office], 605-441-C
Ostroads@pwteanet (emiail),

Sirigerely,

Nt
hepess Two Bulls
President
Oglala Sigux Tribe




