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~ The Honorable Stephanie Herseth Sandlin - .7~ - .~ "~ 7 o 000 0
South Dakota Congressional Representative " - R N ST

331 Cannon House Office Bidg.
B ,Washington DC 20515 '

Dear Representatwe Herseth Sandlln

O fully support development and deployment of the South Dakota Statewude Intelllgent Rural -

Traffic Operations Management System. Although this project is not in our. STIP, deploying this’

_fechnology through web-based video cameras, cell phones-and othermedia enjoys strong citizen

* support and ever increasing usage by travelers If ﬂ"IIS prolect is. funded it will be fully vetted | inour .
STIP process. _

Rural traffic operations are beéoming increasingly important in South Dakota and in the northern
plains region of the nation.-Commercial and passenger traffic on interstate highways and other major

. routes depend upon safe and reliable travel, but unavoidable conditions—especially major winter =~
~'storms, other natural disasters, and significant traffic incidents—can interrupt traffic flow. When these ~ -

S situations arise, the Department of Transportation must empha5|ze effi clent trafl' ic management and
C _ provrde tlmely, accurate information to travelers o o A : :

- South Dakota has led development and adoptlon of lntelligent Transportatlon Systems technology

among rural plalns states, thanks in large part to previous high priority prejects. However, South -
‘Dakota does not yet have a central traffic. managerent capability, unlike most of our neighboring

- states. While this has been- appropnate to past needs, this situation will not serve the immediate and

. future needs of our state and. region

o l respectfuily request your support of this prolect as. well because itis economlcally and -

~ Sincerely,

. environmentally heneficial for our state s cttlzens ancl the commerclal camers and tounsts who VISlt o

- South Dakota

o .'-A'ttachment o




